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SOURCES: Figure by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies; data from Department of Education/National Center for Education 

Statistics: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System Completions Survey

Figure 1. Bachelor's degrees awarded in science and engineering (S&E) fields

and in non-S&E fields: 1966�96
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SOURCES: Figure by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies; data from Department of Education/National Center for Education 

Statistics: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System Completions Survey

Figure 2. Science and engineering bachelor's degrees 

awarded, by major field: 1966�96

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

1966 1968 1970 1972 1974 1976 1978 1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996

Year

Thousands

Engineering Physical science Earth, atmos., ocean. Math/computer

Biology/agric. Psychology Social science



12

SOURCES: Figure by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies; data from Department of Education/National Center for Education 

Statistics: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System Completions Survey

Figure 4. Percentage of science and engineering bachelor's degrees awarded

to women, by major field: 1966, 1981, and 1996
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SOURCES: Figure by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies; data from Department of Education/National Center for Education 

Statistics: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System Completions Survey

Figure 3. Total and science and engineering (S&E) bachelor's degrees

awarded, by sex of recipient: 1966�96

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

1966 1968 1970 1972 1974 1976 1978 1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996

Year

Thousands

Total, all fields: Men

S&E fields: Men

S&E fields: Women

Total, all fields: Women



13

SOURCES: Figure by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies; data from Department of Education/National Center for Education 

Statistics: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System Completions Survey

Figure 5. Master's degrees awarded in science and engineering (S&E) fields

and in non-S&E fields: 1966�96
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SOURCES: Figure by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies; data from Department of Education/National Center for Education 

Statistics: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System Completions Survey

Figure 6. Science and engineering master's degrees awarded,

by major field: 1966�96
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SOURCES: Figure by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies; data from Department of Education/National Center for Education

Statistics: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System Completions Survey

Figure 7. Total and science and engineering (S&E) master's degrees

awarded, by sex of recipient: 1966�96
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SOURCES: Figure by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies; data from Department of Education/National Center for Education 

Statistics: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System Completions Survey

Figure 8. Percentage of science and engineering master's degrees

awarded to women, by major field: 1966, 1981, and 1996
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SOURCES: Figure by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies; data from the NSF/SRS, Survey of Earned Doctorates

Figure 9. Doctoral degrees awarded in science and engineering (S&E) fields

and in non-S&E fields: 1966�96
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SOURCES: Figure by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies; data from the NSF/SRS, Survey of Earned Doctorates

Figure 10. Science and engineering doctoral degrees awarded,

by major field: 1966�96
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SOURCES: Figure by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies; data from the NSF/SRS, Survey of Earned Doctorates

Figure 11. Total and science and engineering (S&E) doctoral degrees

awarded, by sex of recipient: 1966�96
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SOURCES: Figure by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies; data from the NSF/SRS Survey of Earned Doctorates

Figure 12. Percentage of science and engineering doctoral degrees

awarded to women, by major field: 1966, 1981, and 1996
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SOURCES: Figure by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies; data from Department of Education/National Center for Education 

Statistics: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System Completions Survey; and Bureau of the Census

Figure 13.  Science and engineering bachelor's degrees awarded

per thousand 22-year-olds in the U.S. population: 1966�96
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SOURCES: Figure by National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies; data from Department of Education/National Center for Education 

Statistics: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System Completions Survey; and Bureau of the Census

Figure 14. Science and engineering master's degrees awarded

per thousand 24-year-olds in the U.S. population: 1966�96
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